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WELL PLANNED 
QUALITY GROWTH AND 
DEVELOPMENT
Planned Quality Growth is a significant challenge and 
great opportunity facing the City of  Maricopa as its 
population is projected to grow from 45,000 to 144,500 
by 2040.

This Vision Element encompasses these six areas of  
emphasis:

a. Land Use
b. Housing Availability and Diversity
c. Transportation
d. Water, Wastewater and Utilities
e. Environmental Stewardship and Flood Mitigation
f. Technology, Infrastructure and Regional 

Commitments

A. LAND USE

Vision: The City is a carefully planned and well-designed 
community that is amenity driven and has balanced 
development in all sectors:  diversity of  business and 
industry, well-planned open spaces, and integrated 
amenities. The City has expanded health and wellness 
related facilities and a wide variety of  higher education 
learning opportunities to meet the needs of  a growing 
population.

GOAL 1
Create, adopt, and implement a General Plan update 
that, where possible, aligns with the Maricopa 2040 
Vision and Strategic Plan.

Rationale: A quality and current General Plan facilitates 
a citizen-friendly and amenity driven community.

Strategies:
• Assess compliance with and consider potential 

updates to the General Plan on an annual, bi-
annual, and five-year cycle.

• Incorporate broad long range planning policies 
such as Regional Transportation Plan updates, 
policy direction with long range planning 
implications, and Parks, Trails, and Open Space 
Master Plan updates.

• Engage high quality City staff  for the development 
of  Master and Area Specific Plans. 

• Design and develop a collection of  villages and 
neighborhoods with distinct community names, 
themes, and districts. 

• Proactively manage future development and 
partner with developers to create distinctive 
communities. 

• Require that the City Council and Planning and 
Zoning Commission uphold the General Plan to 
ensure balanced land use. 

• Create public and private partnerships, where 
appropriate, for funding development of  city owned 
land and redevelopment efforts.

• Ensure parity of  services among all sections of  the 
City.

• Create incentives to encourage redevelopment of  
aging properties and infill. 

• Strengthen partnerships with neighboring 
jurisdictions and agencies that influence growth and 
development.
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GOAL 2
Encourage mixed-use development.

Rationale: Mixed-use development integrates 
commerce to enhance connectivity and improve 
efficiency.

Strategies:
• Create zoning districts that include various 

densities and building heights. 
• Encourage developers to take advantage of  

opportunities provided by mixed-use standards 
especially within the designated redevelopment 
areas. 

• Create design standards that address the unique 
needs and desires of  the residents. 

• Streamline permitting and development processes. 
• Evaluate the impact of  development on natural 

aesthetics and view corridors. 
• Establish guidelines for the appropriate inclusion 

of  green spaces, paths and other people-oriented 
amenities. 

• Encourage the location of  neighborhood 
commercial and mixed uses adjacent to or within 
residential communities. 

• Establish entryways, gateways, streetscapes, 
and other features that distinctively delineate the 
various neighborhoods.

GOAL 3
Promote and encourage development of  large 
destination commercial centers, as well as small scale 
shopping centers and convenience shopping / services 
in close proximity to neighborhoods.

Rationale: The development of  a regional mall and 
large commercial power centers will create jobs, provide 
convenient amenities, and enhance the sales tax base.

Strategies:
• Encourage the development of  regional commercial 

and retail centers along major transportation 
corridors.

• Attract commercial power centers to meet the 
unique needs of  neighborhood areas.

• Establish design standards for commercial 
developments so they are attractive, user friendly 
and integrated into the surrounding neighborhoods 
and adjacent areas.

GOAL 4
Evaluate annexation of  land to accommodate the City’s 
projected growth.

Rationale: The City must ensure the availability of  
developable land and water resources required to meet 
projected growth and development trends.

Strategies:
• Adopt a Comprehensive Annexation Plan. 
• Consider expanding the limits of  the City south, 

west of  the Ak-Chin Indian Community along the I-8, 
as well as the future I-11 corridor. 

• Ensure that smart growth concepts are applied to 
developments planned for annexed areas.

• Consider opportunities for loop parkways to 
provide greater mobility and connectivity within the 
community and to the greater region.
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GOAL 5
Encourage development of  industrial and business 
parks to enhance employment opportunities.

Rationale: Industrial and business parks provide 
opportunities for a diversified economic base, 
employment, and conformity with the existing industrial 
land use patterns.

Strategies:
• Protect industrial areas from residential 

encroachment by upholding the General Plan, 
attracting high tech and high value industrial 
enterprises and establish transportation corridors 
designed to provide access to employment centers.

• Encourage high-end business park development 
by creating incentives that attract industries that 
provide quality employment opportunities.

GOAL 6
Identify and develop multiple mixed-use village core 
areas with commercial and employment centers served 
by restaurants, retail shopping and cultural opportunities 
such as art districts and galleries.

Rationale: The creation of  village centers that integrate 
commercial developments with surrounding amenities 
and neighborhoods is desirable to residents and users.

Strategies:
• Incorporate appropriate village center development 

within the various community Master Plans.
• Develop a walkable community with commercial 

nodes and amenities for residents.
• Promote commercial and office development in 

close proximity to neighborhood nodes, along 
arterials.

• Control traffic through 
smart development of  roads and other 
infrastructure. 

GOAL 7
Ensure land uses are compatible with transportation 
corridors within the General and Master Plans.

Rationale: Arterials, transportation corridors and 
surrounding areas must be master planned to ensure 
that development occurs in a manner consistent with the 
City’s long-term goals and plans.

Strategies:
• Ensure that each development contributes to the 

long-term outcomes of  the Master Plans. 
• Use these Master Plans as a basis for Economic 

Development activities to recruit appropriate 
businesses and development along these corridors. 

• Encourage neighborhood and citizen participation 
in the development of  these Master Plans. 

• Give particular attention to master planning 
requirements where major intersections occur.

• Amend the City’s General Plan and map exhibits 
to reflect the City’s adopted Master Plans, as 
appropriate. 

• Consider future high volume transit corridors such 
as southern SR347 as opportunities for commerce 
and employment.

WELL PLANNED QUALITY GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT
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B. HOUSING AVAILABILITY AND 
DIVERSITY

Vision: Maricopa has developed a variety of  housing 
choices and amenities available to all income levels 
and lifestyles, including urban and suburban mixed-use 
villages with carefully planned multi- and single-family 
resident neighborhoods.

GOAL 1
Adopt policies to provide desired and attractive amenities 
to drive quality growth and development.

Rationale: Opportunities for recreation, cultural 
enrichment, and social interaction make the City more 
attractive to its citizens. 

Strategies:
• Attract resorts, hotels, convention facilities, and 

other venues to accommodate a variety of  events, 
art education and exhibits, music institutions and 
opportunities for performing arts. 

• Encourage and attract post-secondary and 
advanced education campuses as well as technical 
and trade schools. 

• Provide services that are identified in the section 
entitled “Community Resources and Quality of  Life 
Amenities”.

GOAL 2
Partner with developers to identify innovative strategies 
for providing housing diversity for all ages and income 
levels.

Rationale: A broad variety of  housing options attract a 
diverse population.

Strategies:
• Conduct a detailed citywide housing needs 

assessment.
• Partner with non-profits and private sector groups 

to address unmet housing needs. 
• Establish adequate standards and programs 

to address housing needs in designated 
redevelopment areas. 

• Encourage certain areas of  the city to rezone to 
mixed-use and higher density housing consistent 
with redevelopment plans and General Plan land 
uses.

• Create aesthetic design standards and provide 
unique housing choices.

• Encourage home ownership through workshops 
and programs for homebuyers.

• Encourage the development of  senior living options 
such as independent living, assisted living, skilled 
nursing care, and memory care. 

• Expand housing options to include live/work and 
other mixed-use. 


